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The challenges facing agriculture and assuring global food security and the sustainable management of natural resources are manifold and immensely complex. Agriculture is intimately tied to nature and hence subject to its vagaries. How nature is harnessed through agriculture, however, has become a source of intense controversy, and sustainability of the technologies on which the intensification of farming is based is being increasingly questioned. Debate is also intensifying over the interactions between agriculture and the processes of climate change which are not significantly affected by how land is used but are also expected to have increasingly disturbing impacts on agriculture.

In many parts of the world the uncertainty over weather and climate is one of the major factors of risk for agricultural production. It is not just the occurrence of extreme climatic events such as droughts, floods, cyclonic storms, heat waves and strong winds etc, but also anomalous climatic conditions persisting for longer periods that lead to loss in productivity. Management of agricultural risks is even more important from India’s point of view where about 60% of the net cultivated area is dependent on the vagaries of rainfall. Improved climate knowledge and technology, which includes development of monitoring systems and response mechanisms to adverse weather conditions, can reduce the uncertainties in agrometeorological risks. 
Agricultural production is the pulse of the developing countries with its agrobased economy. India in recent years has made considerable progress in the field of agriculture; however, in order to keep pace with the increasing population, the growth in agricultural production should be sustainable in the long run. Uncertainties of weather and climate pose a major threat to food security of the country. Agrometeorologists have tough challenges ahead in understanding the impact of weather and climate on crop growth and yield. Exciting opportunities exist today to help the agricultural community through agrometeorological services.


It is important to note that almost every aspect of agriculture from long term planning to tactical decisions in day-to-day agricultural operations is dependent on climate and weather. Thus, in increasing agricultural production, meteorology has a vital role to play. It is the responsibility of the meteorologists to advise the farming community so that the beneficial effects of favourable weather conditions are taken full advantage of and the adverse effects of unfavourable weather are minimized. A very important area, in which perhaps all the user communities would be interested and looking forward to, is crisis management schemes for tackling adverse weather conditions. Fall back options should be spelt out unambiguously so that a minimum level of production can be ensured. 

The global food security has become the focus of scientific community in the era of rapidly changing climate. Increasing population and dwindling resources. Mounting crop losses due to malevolent weather has led the nations, states, corporations and individuals to pursue large scale adoption and migration options. Over the past several years, public perceptions and attitude towards agro meteorological risks have changed. Increased awareness has resulted in political and economical debate. There is need for efficient agro meteorological services to cope up with risks which differ considerably in terms of preparedness and amelioration of the economic and social fabric of the people being affected. 
The Indian Meteorological Society (IMS) was formed in 1956 during one of the sessions of Indian Science Congress in Calcutta. The society is a non-profit organization and was formed with the following objectives:
· Advancement of Meteorological and allied sciences
· Dissemination of the knowledge of such sciences both among the scientific workers and the public 

· Application of Meteorology and allied sciences to various constructive   human activities
In order to promote Co-operation in scientific work and encourage research activity, it also organizes lectures, meetings, symposia and discussions. TROPMET is one such series of symposia organized in different parts of country by IMS every year with INTROMET every fourth year. 

INTROMET–2009  is being organized in New Delhi during 23-25 February, 2009 to focus on the above issues and draw attention of global agro meteorological community, administrators and policy makers to debate and devise improved methods and techniques for better prediction, preparedness and mitigation of the adverse weather impacts on agriculture production and to make public and media aware of the possible impact, consequences and mitigation measures to sustain food security.

THE MAIN THEMES FOR THE CONFERENCE ARE
1. Weather Forecasting 

2. Monsoon Variability and Crop Production

3. Operational Agrometeorology

4. Agromet. Information System

5. Adaptation to Climate Change Session 

6. Risk Evaluation and Management

7. Crop Weather Relationship

8. Extreme Weather Events     
**************************************************
