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WORLD METEOROLOGICAL DAY 
World Meteorological Day is celebrated on 23rd  March every year by the worldwide meteorological community to commemorate the entry into force of the WMO Convention creating the Organization in the year 1950. A socially relevant theme is chosen every year to draw the attention of policy makers and public at large. The theme for 2009 has been chosen as “Weather, climate and the air we breathe”.  Such a theme is particularly appropriate at a time when communities around the globe are struggling to attain the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, especially in terms of health, food, water security and poverty alleviation, as well as to increase their effectiveness in preventing and mitigating natural disasters, of which 90 per cent are directly related to weather, climate and water hazards. For many centuries, humans managed reasonably well to adapt to the impacts of weather and climate by adjusting shelter, food production, energy provision and lifestyles in harmony with climatic and environmental conditions. However, over the last decades, population growth, increased energy usage and industrial development have contributed to the emission of gases and particles that can, and do, affect human health. Thus, asthma, heart disease, lung cancer and many other health problems have been exacerbated, or even caused, by declining air quality. In addition, air pollution impinges on the global economy, food and water security and sustainable development, by damaging plants, crops and ecosystems. Concerted efforts are required by the world community to contribute to a better understanding of  quality of our environment and the potential threats to it  to ensure its protection and preservation for future generations.

Indian Meteorological Society (IMS) has organized World Meteorological Day lecture for to the benefit of scientific community and  its members. Dr B Sengupta, Ex Member-Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board, Ministry of Environment and Forests delivered a  talk on the theme “ The air we breathe”, highlighting the, pollutant thrashold status of depleting air quality in the era of rapid industrialization and globalization, ensuing further threats and adaptation and mitigation measures required  for sustainable development.
In addition to carrying out  activities related to encouragement  and expansion of R&D in atmospheric, oceanic and allied sciences, publication of its journal- Vayu Mandal, and organization of Conferences, workshops etc., IMS  felicitates the outstanding scientists by conferring on them the Fellowships. The Fellowship of the Society is conferred for the pioneer in contribution to the development of Meteorology and allied sciences and significant support to IMS activities. It has so far conferred 49 Fellowships since its inception in 1956 which includes most eminent scientists like Dr A P J Abdul Kalam,  Dr M S Swaminathan,  Dr G O P Obasi,  Dr K Kasturiranagn, , Dr J Shukla, Dr T N Krishnamurti,  Dr P K Das, Dr P Koteswaram etc.   IMS has today (i.e. the W M O Day)  conferred  upon 50th Fellowship to Dr Shailesh Nayak, Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences for his  pioneering  contribution to atmospheric and oceanic sciences and long support to IMS  activities for the last two decades. 
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